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Abstract

Hail to the college lecture, that age-old, time-worn oral melatonin that often substitutes for real education. Too strong? Maybe not.  Recent research tells us that active, not passive learning affords students the deep learning they need to outsmart the robots.  Students who memorize, regurgitate and forget will never learn to generalize what they know or to remember it over time. In our Brookings Big Ideas Piece (Hirsh-Pasek et al., 2020), A new path to education reform, and in Becoming Brilliant (Golinkoff & Hirsh-Pasek, 2017), we argue that it is possible to have an active learning pedagogy that excites students and instructors alike.  The model moves beyond teaching for the test or for narrow content and asks how we can build college courses to help students master a suite of skills that we call the 6Cs (collaboration, communication, content, critical thinking, creative innovation and the confidence to take intellectual risks).  Applying the 6Cs to the design of our psychology classes enables a richer portrait of student accomplishments while also preparing them with the tools supported by research in the science of learning.  Here, we not only present the teaching model that can re-imagine higher education, but also share newly minted results on student outcomes, sense of community and self-efficacy as learners. 
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